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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
March 11, 1865 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

I have received a certified copy of the Act of the late Congress authorizing the coinage 
of a three-cent piece, and in pursuance of its provisions now submit for your approval a 
specimen of the coin to be issued under said Act. The size, weight, devices, etc., are 
convenient and neat and the coin such as meets with the approval of all to who it has been 
exhibited. The weight will be on the average 32 grains. The devices are figures are clear and 
distinct, the edge smooth, by which its conveyance in the hand, be distinguishable from any of 
the silver or gold coins; and in every respect it is a desirable coin. 

I recommend its adoption, and ask your approval. If this coins is adopted, we can, in 
the course of two or three weeks, be prepared to issue it; if any changes are to be made it will 
require a month longer to prepare new dies, etc. It is also proposed to adopt for this, all the 
regulations of the cent coinage, as they meet the case in full. 

Your early attention and approval is respectfully requested. 


Very respectfully, 
James Pollock, 


Director 


The composition of the coin is copper 75 parts, nickel 25 parts. 


